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Gathering and Greeting 

Grace, mercy and peace 

from God our Father 

and the Lord Jesus Christ 

be with you all 

and also with you. 

 

Opening Prayer 

Living God, 

for those who share what they have with others, 

we give you thanks and praise: 

 

for those who teach us what they know, 

we give you thanks and praise: 

 

for those who are generous with what they have, 

we give you thanks and praise: 

 

for those who care for us when we need help, 

we give you thanks and praise: 

 

for those who bring us to faith in you, 

we give you thanks and praise.  Amen. 

 

Hymn – Take this Moment, Sign and Space 

1. Take this moment, sign and space; 

take my friends around; 

here among us make the place 

where your love is found. 
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2. Take the time to call my name, 

take the time to mend 

who I am and what I've been, 

all I've failed to tend. 

 

3. Take the tiredness of my days, 

take my past regret, 

letting your forgiveness touch 

all I can't forget. 

 

4. Take the little child in me, 

scared of growing old; 

help me here to find my worth 

made in Christ's own mould. 

 

5. Take my talents, take my skills, 

take what's yet to be; 

let my life be yours, and yet 

let it still be me. 
 John L. Bell and Graham Maule 
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Meditation 

Psalm 37:3-4 
3  Trust in the Lord and do good; 

     live in the land and enjoy security. 
4  Take delight in the Lord, 

     and he will give you the desires of your heart. 

 

Asking for God’s Forgiveness 

Extravagant God you offer us so much. 

We hold before you those times  

when we treat your gifts selfishly or lightly, 

and we ask for your forgiveness. 

 

 



When we do not value the riches of your gospel, 

and take what you provide for granted: 

forgive us and help us. 

 

When we cling tightly to what we have  

and do not share it with others: 

forgive us and help us. 

 

When we are anxious and afraid,  

and do not trust you to meet our needs: 

forgive us and help us. 

 

Faithful God, forgive us, 

help us to value all you give,  

to share freely with others,  

and to live in joyful risk for your kingdom.  Amen. 

 

May the God of love and power 

forgive us and free us from our sins, 

heal and strengthen us by his Spirit, 

and raise us to new life in Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Readings by Ann Griffiths 

Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4 

1  The oracle that the prophet Habakkuk saw. 
2  O Lord, how long shall I cry for help, 

     and you will not listen? 

Or cry to you “Violence!” 

     and you will not save? 
3  Why do you make me see wrongdoing 

     and look at trouble? 

Destruction and violence are before me; 

     strife and contention arise. 
4  So the law becomes slack, 

     and justice never prevails. 



The wicked surround the righteous; 

     therefore judgment comes forth perverted. 

2  I will stand at my watchpost 

     and station myself on the rampart; 

I will keep watch to see what he will say to me 

     and what he will answer concerning my complaint. 
2  Then the Lord answered me and said: 

Write the vision; 

     make it plain on tablets, 

     so that a runner may read it. 
3  For there is still a vision for the appointed time; 

     it speaks of the end and does not lie. 

If it seems to tarry, wait for it; 

     it will surely come; it will not delay. 
4  Look at the proud! 

     Their spirit is not right in them, 

     but the righteous live by their faithfulness. 

 

Luke 17:5-10 
5 The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!” 6 The Lord 

replied, “If you had faith the size of a mustard seed, you could say to 

this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in the sea,’ and it would 

obey you.  7 “Who among you would say to your slave who has just 

come in from ploughing or tending sheep in the field, ‘Come here at 

once and take your place at the table’? 8 Would you not rather say to 

him, ‘Prepare supper for me; put on your apron and serve me while I 

eat and drink; later you may eat and drink’? 9 Do you thank the slave 

for doing what was commanded? 10 So you also, when you have done 

all that you were ordered to do, say, ‘We are worthless slaves; we 

have done only what we ought to have done!’” 

 

Reflection by David Newton 

 

Who is the person of great faith?  

This I think is the key question hiding between the lines of our readings 

today.  



In the little story before Jesus’ rather startling words about being 

worthless slaves, the disciples ask Jesus to increase their faith. Jesus 

responds by telling them that if they have faith the size of a mustard 

seed they could say to a tree, go and throw yourself into the sea and it 

would obey.  

I wonder if this little story is often rather misunderstood. It seems to 

suggest that there is no one who has much faith at all. I have never 

heard of anyone telling a tree to chuck itself in the sea. And, there are 

no stories in the Gospels or in Acts of anyone doing this or anything 

remotely like it.   

No one – not even the apostles – seems to have faith the size of a 

mustard seed! That surely can’t be the point…  

So, what is Jesus getting at? and why on earth does little vignette come 

just before our Gospel story about slaves not being thanked for simply 

doing what they are asked to do. 

Why did Luke connect them?  

Well, the connection – it seems to me – comes through this idea of 

obedience. The tree obeyed, the slave obeyed.  

I wonder then whether, together, these stories are a response to the 

disciples’ call to ‘Increase their faith’.  

Faith, at its heart is about simple obedience.  

Faith is not about seeing great miracles every day, or thinking that 

some super-natural inexplicable event is hiding around every corner.  

Faith is not thinking that everything is going to be alright tomorrow in 

the face of all the evidence to the contrary. Faith is not about having all 

questions of doctrine sorted out and being certain of the answers to 

every major question of sin and salvation. 

Faith – it seems – is more about putting one foot in front of the other. 

Plodding on even if there seems to be little reward. Walking on, in the 



ways of Christ we have been shown, even if we are walking through 

the darkness. 

One of the people who comes to my mind when I think of such faith 

and tenacity is (rather obviously) Mother Teresa. Her revealing diaries 

that came to light after her death showed that she was someone who 

rarely felt God’s presence, who wasn’t sure where God was most of 

the time, and who – from her writings – seemed to have very little 

“faith” indeed.  

And yet, despite these inner struggles, there she was, ministering to 

the sick and dying of Calcutta. She was not seeing miraculous healings. 

She was not even nursing people back to health. She was simply and 

primarily making sure people had a good death.  

Mother Teresa shows us great faith through simple plodding, even in 

very difficult circumstances.  

Habakkuk’s oracle begins with words that might well have meant a lot 

to Mother Teresa. ‘O Lord how long shall I cry for help, and you will 

not listen? Why do you make me see wrongdoing and look at trouble?  

The Lord responds to the questions by saying this: Look to the end…. 

And if the end seems to tarry then wait patiently, it will come. As for 

now, the righteous will live by faith.  

If faith is a quite a lot of the time about plodding, it is still a purposeful 

plod. Faith is a journey of pilgrimage which has a particular end – the 

very life and Love of God in which we will truly find ourselves after 

death.  

And it is that end, that goal, that enables us to keep plodding, to put 

one foot in front of the other, through the mud, or driving rain, or 

densest of fog. This is what it means when Habakkuk says that ‘the 

righteous will live by their faith’.  

Other translations put it even more forcefully: translating the Hebrew 

word faith as ‘faithfulness’…  



Faith, at its heart, is really the same as faithfulness. It is about staying 

true to something, staying faithful to the Creator who loves us and 

redeems us and sustains us, even as we cry out ‘How Long?’ It is about 

plodding on even through the valley of the shadow of datih.  

Right now – in our national and communal life – we cannot but cry out 

‘how long?’ With our economy in a mess, and the difficulties on the 

horizon now looking even worse, we may well simply cry out ‘How 

Long?’ Tomorrow does not look particularly bright.  

But it is a fake kind of faith that just believes everything is going to get 

better and be covered in sunshine and roses. True faith is much more 

tenacious, much grittier, than that. True faith, stands alongside Job, and 

says,  

For I know that my Redeemer lives, 

And He shall stand at last on the earth; 

And after my skin is destroyed, this I know, 

That in my flesh I shall see God. 

Increase our faith Lord – may we plodders. 

May we be people who put one foot in front of the other in simply 

trying to serve you and serve our neighbour. May we plod on. Knowing 

that whatever is around the corner God’s Love will uphold us, and will 

one day take us home. 

Amen. 

 

Affirmation of Faith 

Do you believe and trust in God the Father, 

source of all being and life, 

the one for whom we exist? 

We believe and trust in him. 

 

Do you believe and trust in God the Son, 

who took our human nature, 

died for us and rose again? 



We believe and trust in him. 

 

Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit, 

who gives life to the people of God 

and makes Christ known in the world? 

We believe and trust in him. 

 

This is the faith of the Church. 

This is our faith. 

We believe and trust in one God, 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 

Prayers of Intercession by Michaela McNeill 

The response to the words 'Jesus, Lord of life' is 'in your mercy hear 

us'. 

Jesus, Lord of life, in your mercy hear us. 

 

Lord, we give you thanks today for so many things, a thousand miracles 

we take for granted every day.  Thank you for the vitality and diversity 

of the natural world.  Thank you for the regularity and stability of the 

created world.  Thank you for the way the body goes on functioning 

with such remarkable ingenuity.  Train our hearts to be thankful so that 

we live daily out of a deep sense of gratitude and humility. 

Jesus, Lord of life, in your mercy hear us. 

 

We know that our world is both wonderful and flawed at every point.  

We see the symptoms of a disordered world in every news broadcast.  

Bless, we pray, those parts of our world which are especially damaged 

and in need of healing at the moment remembering Ukraine and 

Pakistan.  Give them leaders of genuine calibre, and the support of the 

international community.  And keep us from the sin of thinking that 

their problems are nothing to do with us, for we are all children of one 

heavenly Father. 

Jesus, Lord of life, in your mercy hear us. 

 



In the Church we hope to find a different way of living and sharing 

together, and so often we are disappointed.  The flaw in creation is 

also in us and in the Church.  Forgive us for distorting your gospel into 

our own possession and the likeness of our own prejudices.  Give us 

joyful and generous hearts which allow you to work through us to 

bring meaning and beauty into your Church and world.  Persuade us 

out of our arguments, inspire us out of our pettiness, and set us free to 

be agents of your Kingdom. 

Jesus, Lord of life, in your mercy hear us. 

 

We pray for people in any kind of need for whom this talk of 'life in all 

its fullness' would ring very hollow.  Be close today to people who are 

lonely, bereaved, despairing and desperate.  Bless with hope those who 

are unemployed, homeless, deserted or friendless.  Give your deep 

healing to people who are sick, disturbed, damaged or lost.  In our 

hearts, we name in silence some of those who we know to be in dark 

places today … 

Jesus, Lord of life, in your mercy hear us. 

 

You, Lord, came to give us life, and to do so you had to lay down your 

own life to being us back to God.  Help us this day to live as those who 

have been given the glorious liberty of the children of God, and who 

want to live our lives in gratitude and joy.  So make us ready for that 

day when all that is good is caught up in the life of heaven and Christ is 

all in all. 

Jesus, Lord of life, in your mercy hear us. 

 

Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, 

our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

 

Collect  

O Lord, we beseech you mercifully to hear the prayers 

of your people who call upon you; 

and grant that they may both perceive and know 

what things they ought to do, 



and also may have grace and power faithfully to fulfil them; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever.  Amen 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray: 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours now and forever.  Amen. 

 

Hymn – Be Thou My Vision 

1 Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart, 

 be all else but naught to me, save that thou art; 

 be thou my best thought in the day and the night, 

 both waking and sleeping, thy presence my light. 

 

2 Be thou my wisdom, be thou my true word, 

 be thou ever with me, and I with thee Lord; 

 be thou my great Father, and I thy true son; 

 be thou in me dwelling, and I with thee one. 

 

3 Be thou my breastplate, my sword for the fight; 

 be thou my whole armour, be thou my true might; 

 be thou my soul's shelter, be thou my strong tower: 

 O raise thou me heavenward, great Power of my power. 



 

4 Riches I heed not, nor man's empty praise: 

 be thou mine inheritance now and always; 

 be thou and thou only the first in my heart; 

 O Sovereign of heaven, my treasure thou art. 

 

5 High King of heaven, thou heaven's bright sun, 

 O grant me its joys after victory is won; 

 great Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, 

 still be thou my vision, O Ruler of all. 
Irish, c 8th century  translated by Mary Byrne (1880-1931)  

versified by, Eleanor Hull (1860-1935)  © Revived Copyright Holder Unknown 
 

Notices 

 

Conclusion 

Eternal God, our beginning and our end, 

accompany us in this day’s journey. 

Dawn on our darkness, open our eyes to praise you for your creation 

and to see the work you set before us today. 

Take us and use us to bring to others the new life you give  

in Jesus Christ our Lord; 

and the blessing of God almighty,  

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  

be among us and remain with us always. 

Amen 

 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord, 

In the name of Christ. Amen. 

 


