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Gathering and Greeting 
The Lord be with you 
and also with you. 
 
Prayer of Penitence 
Christ the Light of the World has come to dispel the darkness of our 
hearts.  In his light let us examine ourselves and confess our sins. 
 
Most merciful God, 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
we confess that we have sinned 
in thought, word and deed. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart. 
We have not loved our neighbour as ourselves. 
In your mercy forgive what we have been, 
help us to amend what we are, 
and direct what we shall be; 
that we may do justly, 
love mercy, 
and walk humbly with you, our God.  Amen. 
 
Advent Ring 
I will light the first candle for Advent which represents The Patriarchs 
 
Blessed are you, sovereign Lord, God of our ancestors: 
to you be praise and glory for ever. 
You called the patriarchs to live by the light of faith 
and to journey in the hope of your promised fulfilment. 
May we be obedient to your call 
and be ready and watchful to receive your Christ, 
a lamp to our feet and a light to our path; 



for you are our light and our salvation. 
Blessed be God for ever. 
 
God of Abraham and Sarah, 
and all the patriarchs of old, 
you are our Father too. 
Your love is revealed to us in Jesus Christ, 
Son of God and Son of David. 
Help us in preparing to celebrate his birth 
to make our hearts ready for your Holy Spirit 
to make his home among us. 
We ask this through Jesus Christ, 
the light who is coming into the world. 
Amen. 
 
Lord Jesus, light of the world, 
born in David’s city of Bethlehem, 
born like him to be a king: 
be born in our hearts at Christmas, 
be King of our lives today.  Amen. 
 
Hymn – O Come, O Come Emmanuel 
1              O come, O come Emmanuel, 
                And ransom captive Israel, 
                That mourns in lonely exile here, 
                Until the Son of God appear. 
                Refrain: Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel  
                Shall come to thee, O Israel.  
 
2              O come, Thou Rod of Jesse, free 
                Thine own from Satan's tyranny; 
                From depths of hell Thy people save, 
                And give them victory o'er the grave. 
                Refrain  
 
 



3              O come, Thou Day-spring, come and cheer 
                Our spirits by Thine advent here; 
                Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
                And death's dark shadows put to flight. 
                Refrain  
 
4              O come, Thou Key of David, come, 
                And open wide our heavenly home; 
                Make safe the way that leads on high, 
                And close the path to misery. 
                Refrain  
 
5              O come, O come, Thou Lord of might, 
                Who to Thy tribes, on Sinai's height, 
                In ancient times didst give the law 
                In cloud and majesty and awe. 
                Refrain                     Latin 13th century translated by John M Neale (1818-1866) 

 
Psalm 130 
Out of the depths I have called to you, Lord. 
Let your ears be open to hear my voice. 
My hope is in God's word. 
 
If you recorded all our sins 
who could come before you? 
My hope is in God's word. 
 
There is forgiveness with you: 
therefore you shall be feared. 
My hope is in God's word. 
 
My soul is longing for the Lord, 
more than those who watch for daybreak. 
My hope is in God's word. 
 
 



O Israel, wait for the Lord, 
for with the Lord there is mercy. 
My hope is in God's word. 
 
Glory to the Father; and to the son, and to the Holy Spirit. 
My hope is in God's word. 
 
Readings by Ann Griffiths 
Isaiah 2:1-5 
2 The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and 
Jerusalem. 
2  In days to come 
     the mountain of the Lord’s house 

shall be established as the highest of the mountains, 
     and shall be raised above the hills; 

all the nations shall stream to it. 
3      Many peoples shall come and say, 

‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, 
     to the house of the God of Jacob; 

that he may teach us his ways 
     and that we may walk in his paths.’ 

For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, 
     and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 
4  He shall judge between the nations, 
     and shall arbitrate for many peoples; 

they shall beat their swords into ploughshares, 
     and their spears into pruning-hooks; 

nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
     neither shall they learn war any more. 
5  O house of Jacob, 
     come, let us walk 
     in the light of the Lord! 
 
Matthew 24:36-44 
36 ‘But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of 
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 37 For as the days of Noah 



were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 38 For as in those days 
before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in 
marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, 39 and they knew nothing 
until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the coming 
of the Son of Man. 40 Then two will be in the field; one will be taken and 
one will be left. 41 Two women will be grinding meal together; one will 
be taken and one will be left. 42 Keep awake therefore, for you do not 
know on what day your Lord is coming. 43 But understand this: if the 
owner of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was 
coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house 
be broken into. 44 Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man 
is coming at an unexpected hour. 
 
Reflection by Sue Nelms 
I love Advent.  I think that I may love Advent more than Christmas (or 
am I not supposed to say that?).  I love taking the time to focus on 
preparing to celebrate the birth of Jesus and, if possible, reading a 
special Advent course book.  I love the preparations.  Admittedly I don’t 
love all the Christmas advertising and the general commercialization of 
Christmas, but I do love the way that as we make our journey through 
the dark days of December, we are moving towards the light that Jesus 
brings. 
Yet the reading set for this morning, from Matthew’s gospel, might 
therefore seem a bit puzzling.  Normally in our church services, in 
Advent, we have traditions like the advent wreath which encourages us 
to think about people like the patriarchs, the prophets, John the Baptist 
and Mary, Mother of Jesus.   Isn’t that part of what Advent is about after 
all?  But this morning we have what is, quite frankly, a pretty challenging 
narrative to think about. 
I am going to share something with you.  Today’s gospel reading has 
always really unsettled me.  The reason for this, I think, is that when I 
was a teenager, growing up in the wilds of Gloucestershire, I was taken 
to see a film called ‘A Thief in the Night’.  It was about a young man 
who finds his faith, but many of his friends and his girlfriend haven’t.  It 
was supposed to be set in what are called the end times leading up to 
the second coming of Jesus and amongst the events in this film is a 



scene which illustrated this morning’s gospel reading in that the young 
man is taken but none of his friends is and they are left to face all the 
consequences of this in pretty awful circumstances.  The film itself 
scared the living daylights out of me but there was a piece of music in 
the film by a singer called Larry Norman; a song called ‘I wish we’d all 
been ready’ and the words of that song have always stayed with me.  
Both of our readings this morning talk about future events.  The words 
from the beginning of the passage from Isaiah might seem familiar 
because the prophet Micah also used them and we heard them two 
weeks ago on Remembrance Sunday.  Two prophets living at the same 
time using the same words.   
In the Isaiah reading there are conflicts taking place in the world, 
countries waging war upon others, vulnerable people being oppressed 
and left with no voice.  Like now, there is a desire for wars to cease, 
with Isaiah speaking about weapons being beaten into ploughshares and 
pruning hooks; a world where peace has broken out and the desire to 
fight and dominate other countries is a thing of the past.  I suspect that 
this is a sentiment that we can relate to today as we all pray for the 
conflicts in our world to cease and for our focus to be on restoring and 
protecting the environment and our planet.  Isaiah writes of a yearning 
to walk in the light of the Lord and for people from all nations to seek 
out God so that he can teach everyone his ways and we may walk 
together on his path. 
The reading from Matthew’s gospel on the other hand looks at how we 
live our daily lives and reminds us that God will appear in the middle of 
it.  Matthew reminds us that in the story of Noah’s ark, only Noah took 
notice of God’s warnings and built the ark.  No-one outside of his 
family came to help him.  Instead they ate, drank, played, got married, 
gave birth and died just as they normally did.  They did not take any 
notice of any warnings they might have received; they simply got on 
with living their lives from day to day, doing what they wanted to.  They 
took God for granted.  Just as so many of us do today. 
Matthew’s message was a warning for his audience but is just applicable 
to us now.  They did not take care of themselves or their world.  The 
did not pay attention to the events and changes going on around them.  
They didn’t even take any precautions to ensure that they and their 



property remained safe.  They simply lived for the moment and took 
what they could.  Matthew talks about protecting oneself against 
thieves, taking steps to stay safe so that we are not surprised when 
thieves strike.  It is common sense really in a world where we know 
that not everyone is honest.   
I suspect that we are probably all guilty of living from day to day rather 
than focusing on God and what his plans might be for the future.  We 
come to church on a Sunday, we possibly join in with Morning Prayer or 
Compline during the week but what are we doing in between these 
‘God’ events?  Most of us are probably worrying about making ends 
meet, how we get the car and the downpipe on the house fixed (I know 
I am!), the situation in our world and whether we are safe, what the 
future might hold for our families, children and friends.  These seem like 
pretty normal things to be thinking about but what these cares can do 
is take over our lives and stop us from focusing on God and his plans 
for us. 
Advent is always a good time to take stock of our lives.  Are we living 
the lives that God wants us to?  After all, Jesus left us with fairly simple 
instructions ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all 
your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.’ The second 
is this: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’  If we can follow these 
instructions, we should be ready for that moment, as yet unknown, 
when God chooses to return to His people.  So many people spend 
their time trying to work out precisely when that will be, but not even 
Jesus the Son knew that.  Only God himself knows that moment so why 
spend time worrying about pinpointing that moment when the thing we 
should be focusing on is keeping ourselves ready for that moment, 
whenever it should happen? 
That second coming is a key part of the message of Christmas, yet one 
which is so often overlooked.  In our world churches often concentrate 
on the story of baby Jesus’ coming and birth to the exclusion of 
everything else.  It is a natural thing to do because it is a wonderful 
story, but it is not the whole story. The world forgets why Jesus came. 
We forget about his adult teaching for our world. We forget about his 
death and resurrection and we forget about forgiveness and 
compassion and love. We forget that Jesus told his disciples “All 



authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go 
and make disciples of all nations…. And surely I am with you always, to 
the very end of the age.” (Matthew 28:16-20).  We forget that there will 
be an end to the age because if we are not ready, that is a very 
frightening prospect.   
At the joint service last week we heard about how we can make 
disciples by imitating God.  Jesus promised to give the Holy Spirit, God 
within us to help us prepare for his return.  And the fruits of the Spirit 
are love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness 
and self-control (Galatians 5:22-23).  These are the gifts that we need to 
live our lives by and share with each other to help us to be ready for 
the return of our God.  Perhaps every day should be Advent, not just 
the run up to Christmas. 
At this time of year, as our country starts to think about Christmas, 
Advent can be a bit overlooked in the overall sparklefest that 
Christmas has become.  Some people take time think about and tell the 
story of the coming of Jesus, God’s only Son and our Saviour, but sadly 
some people have totally lost sight of him.  One of our major stores is 
even selling Merry Percymass cards, which is wrong on so many levels!  
Christ is being edited out of Christmas and replaced with all sorts of 
different things.  Like the people around Noah who lived their lives 
without a focus on God, our world does its own thing and it is all too 
easy to go along with such things, to be sucked into things that draw us 
away from the true message of Christmas. 
Looking at this passage for this morning challenged me and my 
preconceptions.  Yes, I love Advent and the preparation for Christmas, I 
love the food, the carols, the traditions and more but we should not be 
preparing to celebrate Christmas solely as the birth of that baby all 
those years ago in Bethlehem.  If all we focus on is the birth of the 
Christ child, we allow ourselves to be deflected away from the coming 
that is still to come, the return of the grown-up God, the Saviour of the 
world.  My prayer for you all this morning is that you have a blessed 
Advent, a happy Christmas and a wonderful future to look forward to.  
Amen. 
 
 



Affirmation of Faith 
We say together in faith 
Holy, holy, holy 
is the Lord God almighty, 
who was, and is, and is to come. 
 
We believe in God the Father, who created all things: 
for by his will they were created 
and have their being. 
 
We believe in God the Son, 
who was slain: 
for with his blood, 
he purchased us for God, 
from every tribe and language, 
from every people and nation. 
 
We believe in God the Holy Spirit: 
the Spirit and the Bride say 'Come!' 
Even so come, Lord Jesus!  Amen. 
Prayers of Intercession led by Fiona Whelan 
The response is “Lord of all hopefulness, hear our prayer” 
  
Dear Lord, as we begin our preparations for the celebration of the 
birth of Your Son and His second coming, we bring before you this 
morning our prayers of hope for the world. For many it is difficult to 
sustain hope in the face of overwhelming uncertainty. We pray in 
particular for the people of Ukraine as they endure the horrors of war 
and now enter a very difficult period as the days become colder and 
shorter. May they hold on to hope, reassured in Your love for us all and 
may a peaceful solution be found soon. May Your wisdom guide the 
hearts and minds of all those seeking to achieve a peaceful outcome. 
May Your strength sustain those defending their country and those 
providing humanitarian aid. We pray for everyone who las lost loved 
ones, who have been injured in body or mind and for all those displaced 
from their loved ones and spread around the globe. We ask that safe 



passage and housing may continue to be provided to those looking to 
leave. 
Lord of all hopefulness, hear our prayer 
  
Dear Lord, we approach this period of Advent in many different ways. 
For some it is a time of great joy, for others, great sadness, but help us 
to hold fast to the hope of all that You have promised us. Let us 
remember Your love, Your wisdom, Your guidance. For all that we worry 
is wrong today and all that is difficult, let us look for the good in Your 
world. For the signs of new growth in the garden. For the kind word of 
a friend or neighbour. For the small acts of kindness that are there if we 
look for them. For the many volunteers looking to find ways to help 
people. In difficult times let us search for Your love - it is there all 
around us. As Mary and Joseph travelled to Bethlehem and then 
travelled into exile with the baby Jesus, let us show compassion and 
extend the hand of friendship to all refugees making difficult journeys 
today. 
Lord of all hopefulness, hear our prayer 
  
Dear Lord as our Politicians seek to find ways to solve the current cost 
of living crisis and to tackle the many problems in our Health and other 
Services let them be guided by the Holy Spirit to reach decisions that 
help the most vulnerable.  Let us remember the true meaning of the 
Christmas story – the simplicity of the birth of Your son. Let this 
Advent period be one where we reflect on the true meaning of 
Christmas rather than being caught up in a bubble of tinsel and present 
buying. May our country strive for acceptance, equality, compassion, 
care, fairness and above all hope for everyone. 
Lord of all hopefulness, hear our prayer 
  
Dear Lord, we give thanks this morning for David, Clare and all who 
make up the Lordsbridge Team. We give thanks for our freedom to 
worship You openly. And we give thanks for the religious toleration that 
means those of different faiths – and none – can live side by side in 
peaceful tolerance, We pray for all those throughout the world who 
have to hide their faith and worship You in secret. In this season of 



Advent we keep alive the hope that one day all may Worship you in 
freedom and without fear of reprisal. We pray for toleration of all 
throughout the world and in particular we hold the people of Virginia in 
our prayers as they mourn those lost in the shooting this week 
Lord of all hopefulness, hear our prayer 
  
Dear Lord, in this period of Advent hope we know that for many things 
may be very uncertain this Christmas. May your wisdom open our eyes 
to see where we might help others. Whether it be donating toys or 
food to a food bank or checking on neighbours or friends who might 
be alone, guide us oh Lord that we may reflect your love for all and 
spread your Word. Let us bring your hope where we see it is missing. 
  
In silence now we bring before you our prayers for all those we know 
who are troubled 
  
Silence is kept 
  
Let us shine Your light in all our actions this coming week 
 
Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of Your Son, 
Our Saviour, Jesus Christ.  Amen 
 
Collect for the First Sunday of Advent 
Almighty God, 
give us grace to cast away the works of darkness 
and to put on the armour of light, 
now in the time of this mortal life, 
in which your Son Jesus Christ came to us in great humilty; 
that on the last day, 
when he shall come again in his glorious majesty 
to judge the living and the dead, 
we may rise to the life immortal; 
through him who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 



The Lord's Prayer 
Let us pray for the coming of God's Kingdom 
in the words our Saviour taught us. 
 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the powder, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 
Hymn - Longing for light, we wait in darkness 
1 Longing for light, we wait in darkness. 
 Longing for truth, we turn to you. 
 Make us your own, your holy people, 
 light for the world to see. 
 Chorus: Christ be our light! Shine in our hearts.  
 Shine through the darkness.  
 Christ be our light!  
 Shine in your church gathered today.  
  
2 Longing for peace, our world is troubled. 
 Longing for hope, many despair. 
 Your word alone has pow'r to save us. 
 Make us your living voice. 
 Chorus  
  
3 Longing for food, many are hungry. 
 Longing for water, many still thirst. 



 Make us your bread, broken for others, 
 shared until all are fed. 
 Chorus  
 
4 Longing for shelter, many are homeless. 
 Longing for warmth, many are cold. 
 Make us your building, sheltering others, 
 walls made of living stones. 
 Chorus  
 
5 Many the gifts, many the people, 
 many the hearts that yearn to belong. 
 Let us be servants to one another, 
 making your kingdom come. 
 Chorus  
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Notices 
 
Conclusion 
Our Lord says, I am coming soon. 
Amen.  Come Lord Jesus. 
 
May the Lord when he comes, find us watching and waiting. 
Amen. 
 
May God himself the God of peace, 
make us perfect and holy; 
and keep us all safe and blameless, in spirit, soul and body, 
for the coming of our Lord Jesus. 
And the blessing of God be with us all for evermore. 
 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
Amen. 


