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Greeting  
Jesus Christ has made us a kingdom of priests 
to serve his God and Father. 
Glory and kingship be his for ever and ever. 
 
Grace, mercy and peace be with you 
and also with you. 
 
Prayer of Penitence  
Come, let us return to the Lord and say 
Lord our God, 
in our sin we have avoided your call. 
Our love for you is like a morning cloud, 
like the dew that goes away early. 
Have mercy on us; 
deliver us from judgement; 
bind up our wounds and revive us; 
in Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
The Lord enrich us with his grace, 
and nourish us with his blessing; 
the Lord defend us in trouble  
and keep you from all evil; 
the Lord accept our prayers, 
and absolve us from our offences, 
for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Saviour. 
Amen. 
 
Congregation hold up palms or branches  
 



God our Saviour, 
whose Son Jesus Christ entered Jerusalem as Messiah  
to suffer and to die; 
let these palms be for us signs of his victory 
and grant that we who bear them in his name 
may ever hail him as our King, 
and follow him in the way that leads to eternal life; 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 
Hymn – Ride on, Ride On in Majesty 
1 Ride on, ride on in majesty! 
 Hark, all the tribes hosanna cry. 
 Thy humble beast pursues his road 
 with palms and scattered garments strowed. 
 
2 Ride on, ride on in majesty! 
 In lowly pomp ride on to die: 
 O Christ, thy triumphs now begin 
 o'er captive death and conquered sin. 
 
3 Ride on, ride on in majesty! 
 the wingèd squadrons of the sky 
 look down with sad and wondering eyes 
 to see the approaching sacrifice. 
 
4 Ride on, ride on in majesty! 
 The last and fiercest strife is nigh: 
 the Father on his sapphire throne 
 awaits his own anointed Son. 
 
5  Ride on, ride on in majesty! 
 in lowly pomp ride on to die; 
 bow thy meek head to mortal pain, 
 then take, O God, thy power, and reign.         Henry Hart Milman (1791-1868) 



Bible readings by John Barker 
Psalm 118.1 – 2 and 19 – 29 
1     O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;   

his mercy endures for ever. 
2     Let Israel now proclaim,   

‘His mercy endures for ever.’ 
19   Open to me the gates of righteousness,   

that I may enter and give thanks to the Lord. 
20   This is the gate of the Lord;   

the righteous shall enter through it. 
21   I will give thanks to you, for you have answered me   

and have become my salvation. 
22   The stone which the builders rejected   

has become the chief cornerstone. 
23   This is the Lord’s doing,   

and it is marvellous in our eyes. 
24   This is the day that the Lord has made;   

we will rejoice and be glad in it. 
25   Come, O Lord, and save us we pray.   

Come, Lord, send us now prosperity. 
26   Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord;   

we bless you from the house of the Lord. 
27   The Lord is God; he has given us light;   

link the pilgrims with cords 
right to the horns of the altar.  

28   You are my God and I will thank you;   
you are my God and I will exalt you. 

29   O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;   
his mercy endures for ever. 

 
Matthew 21.1-11 
When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at 
the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, 2 saying to them, ‘Go into 
the village ahead of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, 
and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. 3 If anyone says 
anything to you, just say this, “The Lord needs them.” And he will send 



them immediately.’ 4 This took place to fulfil what had been spoken 
through the prophet, saying, 
5  ‘Tell the daughter of Zion, 

Look, your king is coming to you, 
     humble, and mounted on a donkey, 
       and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’ 
6 The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; 7 they brought 
the donkey and the colt, and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on 
them. 8 A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others 
cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. 9 The 
crowds that went ahead of him and that followed were shouting, 

‘Hosanna to the Son of David! 
     Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 

Hosanna in the highest heaven!’ 
10 When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, 
‘Who is this?’ 11 The crowds were saying, ‘This is the prophet Jesus from 
Nazareth in Galilee.’ 
 
Sermon by David Newton 
The crowds loved him. The miracle worker from Galilee was finally 
arriving in Jerusalem, as the city swelled for Passover. Whispers had 
gone round the whole region about this prophet who had arrived with 
a new teaching and with power. 
The sick had been healed, there were even a few stories of the dead 
being raised. Bread had appeared out of thin air. Parables had gripped 
the imagination of many. Physical and spiritual food was nourishing the 
people of this land.  
And now this prophet Jesus was coming into Jerusalem.  
Here came the crowd pleaser, who stood up for the little man against 
the powerful. Here came the one who stood up to the Romans and the 
Religious Elite. Here came the man who had ordinary folk amongst his 
disciples. Here came the man who let women close, and even dared to 
speak to them.  
This prophet was coming into Jerusalem.  
It was very definitely a triumphal entry. It was an entry of a King who 
had been foretold. And so the people take up the refrain from Psalm 



118; a Psalm quoted more than any other in the NT; a Psalm that had 
always been seen as pointing to the messiah. They take up its refrain 
with abandon, ‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.’  
Those who knew their scriptures well might have thought of 
Zechariah’s words as well: ‘see your king comes, gentle and riding on a 
donkey.’  
Hosanna, they shout - an exclamation of praise, as well as a promise of 
salvation. For hosanna simply means ‘God Saves’. Could this be – the 
people wondered - is this really, the messiah? 
And now here is in Jerusalem what will he do? Is violence coming? Will 
a host of angels descend? Is he heading for confrontation with the 
religious elite or the Roman occupiers?  
Right now though, such questions can wait. The people are riding high 
on a wave of communal ecstasy, caught up together in that moment 
occasionally found in a sports stadium. Like sheep they flock and 
celebrate the man of the people, the hero de jure.  
But then, but then things begin to change. Jesus’ next public appearance 
is in the Temple. Matthew seems to suggest he goes straight there after 
his donkey ride. Mark suggests it was the next day. Either way, with his 
appearance in the Temple things began to change. 
The cries of Hosanna start to fade away, and a new cry starts to rise up 
– ‘crucify’. The shock and terror of Palm Sunday is felt as we see the cry 
‘Hosanna’ morph, in just a week, into that cry ‘crucify’. How can the 
people who celebrate his coming then turn to celebrate his killing? 
How is it possible to go from Triumph to Crucifixion in less than a 
week?  
Part of the answer comes I think, as the people began to get up close 
to Jesus, and saw that he was more than a simple crowd pleaser. He did 
more than just feed the hungry or heal the sick. And as they saw more 
of what Jesus was about, it seems they become less sure if they want 
this King or his Kingdom. 
Jesus begins by overthrowing the economics of the Temple. In the court 
yards of the Temple, moneychangers had set themselves up. They 
demanded that Temple Taxes and Sacrificial Animals were bought in the 
special currency of Israel. The moneychangers offered an outrageous 
exchange rate for the Roman Currency.  



Jesus gets angry, he throws the tables over, and the moneychangers out. 
But more than that he drove out all who were buying and selling in the 
Temple precinct. He tore down the whole economic edifice, the whole 
entire set up of the sacrificial system and its connections with the 
economics of Jerusalem, were all being castigated. And so with this 
move it is not just the elite, but the merchant classes (the middle-
classes), and even peasants who were having their boat rocked. Jesus is 
challenging the whole economic system.  
A bit later in the week Jesus upholds paying taxes to Caesar. He upsets 
a whole load more people who had thought and hoped that Jesus was 
going to start a political revolution, a rebellion to overthrow Roman 
tyranny. But now such hopes are dashed. His focus lies elsewhere, and 
he suggests simply ‘give to Caesar what is Caesar’s and to God what is 
God’.  
The incendiary little stories keep pouring in. We hear of Jesus sitting 
down and watching people give into the Temple Treasury. A bit awkward 
to begin with. And then he dares to suggest a poor widow is giving 
more than anyone else. The Kingdom of King Jesus, seems to be turning 
notions of status and place in society upside down. Value and worth are 
not being measured by the size of one’s wallet, but by the heart of the 
cost to the giver. Again, Jesus is developing a new economics, a new way 
of relating to money.  
For Judas at least, the final straw was when a woman comes and pours 
a jar of alabaster perfume on Jesus’ head, anointing him for the Kingly 
task ahead. Wasteful, disrespectful, inappropriate. Judas storms out; this 
man is not what he thought.  
Again, a new way of thinking about money, value, expense, and 
economics is being uncovered here. A year’s wages were spent on Jesus’ 
feet. Judas – and perhaps we – wonder if it should instead have been 
spent on the poor. But Jesus commends the woman. There is something 
wonderful in this act of wild abandon and generosity. 
Perhaps then, in this most Holy and terrible of week’s the people 
turned against Jesus because they saw more than they wanted of this 
King and his Kingdom. They loved the miracle worker. They loved the 
one who attacked the elites.  
But then he begins turning the economics of the day upside down. 



People start to feel it in their pockets as he challenges how they relate 
to money and wealth, how they think about value and cost, and how 
markets for exchange have taken hold in areas of life that should be 
free from money.  
The people were less keen on Jesus now it was going to impact their 
wallets, their economic system, the things they bought and sold, the way 
they thought about money and wealth.  
Bring back the crowd pleaser, thank you. Take away this challenging 
prophet!  
We too would probably rather have the crowd pleaser. We’d rather 
have a Jesus who simply heals and provides. Not one who challenges us 
- especially in that one area of life that we’d rather not talk about. But 
Jesus says, if you want to follow me, it’s not just nice loaves and fishes, 
it’s a world turned upside – a new way of thinking about money, wealth, 
value and cost – and that’s just the start.  Amen. 
 
Intercessions by Michaela McNeill 
After the words Lord in your love, please respond hear our prayer. 
 
Loving God, Your Son Jesus rode into Jerusalem on a donkey as a 
different kind of king. You call us to be different too. We pray that we 
may bear the fruit of your Spirit – love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. Take firm root in our 
lives, so we may lovingly serve and welcome all, with no exceptions. 
Help us to live together in your love and shine as lights in the darkness 
to reveal your glory in the world.  
Lord in your love, hear our prayer. 
 
Loving God, at the Last Supper, Jesus washed his Disciples’ feet as an 
example of service. We pray for all those who serve at this time – all 
those in the NHS, social care and other essential services; all who 
volunteer or are good neighbours. We thank you for their 
compassionate love and ask you to bless their work; equip them with 
the energy and determination they need to go on rising to the needs of 
the hour. Help us all to seek the common good.  
Lord in your love, hear our prayer. 



 
Loving God, In the Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus experienced distress 
and anguish over what lay ahead. We pray for all who are experiencing 
distress and anguish at the present time. All those who are ill; at home 
or in hospital; those fearful for others; those whose jobs have vanished; 
whose futures are in great doubt. We thank you for all the efforts made 
on their behalf and pray that we may all receive your peace and love.  
Lord in your love, hear our prayer. 
 
Loving God, In Jesus, you love the whole world. So, we continue to pray 
for those areas where normal, daily life is violence, war and grinding 
poverty. We continue to remember the situation in Ukraine, Syria, the 
Middle East and Afghanistan. We pray that as we approach Easter, peace 
may begin to take root even in these dark places.  
Lord in your love, hear our prayer.  
 
Loving God, On the cross as Jesus died, your love was glorified. We 
thank you that He was obedient to death and that you raised Him on 
high so we know that not even death can separate us from your love. 
You have redeemed us by love. Jesus is the light of the world; a light 
which eternally shines and brings hope, that no darkness can quench. 
Today, we commend all who have died to your eternal joy and care. As 
we live, work and pray through Holy Week, we thank you that you turn 
our darkness into light. In your light shall we see light. 
 
Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
Collect for Palm Sunday 
Almighty and everlasting God, 
who in your tender love towards the human race 
sent your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ 
to take upon him our flesh 
and to suffer death upon the cross: 
grant that we may follow the example of his patience and humility, 
and also be made partakers of his resurrection; 



through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Standing at the foot of the cross,  
As our Saviour taught us, so we pray 
Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come, your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and 
forever.   Amen  
 
Hymn – All Glory, Laud and Honour 

Refrain:  All glory, laud and honour  
 to thee, Redeemer, King,  
 to whom the lips of children  
 made sweet hosannas ring.  
1 Thou art the King of Israel, 
 thou David's royal Son, 
 who in the Lord's name comest, 
        the King and blessèd one: 
 Refrain  
 
2 The company of angels 
 are praising thee on high, 
 and mortal men and all things 
 created make reply: 
 Refrain  
 
 



3 The people of the Hebrews 
 with palms before thee went: 
 our praise and prayer and anthems 
 before thee we present: 
 Refrain  
 
4 To thee before thy passion 
 they sang their hymns of praise: 
 to thee now high exalted 
 our melody we raise: 
 Refrain  
 
5 Thou didst accept their praises, 
 accept the prayers we bring, 
 who in all good delightest, 
 thou good and gracious King: 
 Refrain  

Theodulf of Orleans (c.750-821) translated by John M Neale (1818-1866) 

 
Notices 
 
Blessing  
Christ crucified draw us to himself,  
to find him a sure ground for faith,  
a firm support for hope,  
and the assurance of sins forgiven;  
and the blessing of God almighty,  
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  
be among us, and remain with us always.  
Amen  
 
Dismissal 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
In the name of Christ.  Amen  
 


