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Collects for Sunday 28" December

Almighty God,

who wonderfully created us in your own image

and yet more wonderfully restored us

through your Son Jesus Christ:

grant that, as he came to share in our humanity,

so we may share the life of his divinity;

who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.

Amen
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God in Trinity,

eternal unity of perfect love:

gather the nations to be one family,

and draw us into your holy life

through the birth of Emmanuel,

our Lord Jesus Christ.

Amen
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Suggested Bible Readings for Sunday 28th December

Reading from Isaiah 63:7-9

I will recount the gracious deeds of the Lord, the praiseworthy acts of the
Lord, because of all that the Lord has done for us and the great favour to the
house of Israel that he has shown them according to his mercy, according to
the abundance of his steadfast love. For he said, “Surely they are my
people, children who will not act deceitfully,” and he became their saviour
in all their distress. It was no messenger or angel but his presence that
saved them; in his love and pity it was he who redeemed them; he lifted

them up and carried them all the days of old.

This is the word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
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Gospel Reading from Matthew 2:13-end

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew

Glory to you, O Lord.

Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in adream
and said, “Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and
remain there until | tell you, for Herod is about to search for the child, to
destroy him.” Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother by night,
and went to Egypt and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to
fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet, “Out of Egypt |
have called my son.” When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the magi,
he was infuriated, and he sent and killed all the children in and around
Bethlehem who were two years old or under, according to the time that he
had learned from the magi. Then what had been spoken through the prophet
Jeremiah was fulfilled: “A voice was heard in Ramah,

wailing and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for her children; she refused

to be consoled, because they are no more.”
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When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to
Joseph in Egypt and said, “Get up, take the child and his mother, and go to
the land of Israel, for those who were seeking the child’s life are dead.” Then
Joseph got up, took the child and his mother, and went to the land of Israel.
But when he heard that Archelaus was ruling Judea in place of his father
Herod, he was afraid to go there. And after being warned in a dream, he
went away to the district of Galilee. There he made his home in a town
called Nazareth, so that what had been spoken through the prophets might

be fulfilled, “He will be called a Nazarene.”

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.
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Messiah Advent Sermon Series Bible Readings

Sunday 28th December

Reading from Zech 9:9-10, 14-16

Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem! See,
your king comes to you; triumphant and victorious is he, humble and riding
on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. He will cut off the chariot from
Ephraim and the war horse from Jerusalem; and the battle bow shall be cut
off, and he shall command peace to the nations; his dominion shall be from
sea to sea and from the River to the ends of the earth. Then the Lord will
appear over them, and his arrow go forth like lightning; the Lord God will
sound the trumpet and march forth in the whirlwinds of the south. The Lord
of hosts will protect them, and they shall consume and conquer the
slingers; they shall drink their blood like wine and be full like a bowl,
drenched like the corners of the altar. On that day the Lord their God will
save them, for they are the flock of his people, for like the jewels of a crown
they shall shine on his land.

This is the word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.



