
 

Collects for Sunday 15 November 2026 (Second Sunday 

before Advent) (Safeguarding Sunday) Red/Green 

Collect 

Heavenly Father, 

whose blessed Son was revealed to destroy the works of the devil 

and to make us the children of God and heirs of eternal life: 

grant that we, having this hope, may purify ourselves even as he is pure; 

that when he shall appear in power and great glory 

we may be made like him in his eternal and glorious kingdom; 

where he is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

Amen 



 

Collects for Sunday 15 November 2026 

Collect 

Heavenly Lord, 

you long for the world’s salvation: 

stir us from apathy, 

restrain us from excess 

and revive in us new hope 

that all creation will one day be healed 

in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen 

 



 

Suggested Bible Readings for the Second Sunday before Advent – 

Sunday 15 November 2026  (Safeguarding Sunday) 

A Reading from 1 Corinthians 13 

 

If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not have love, I am 

a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal.  And if I have prophetic powers, and 

understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to 

remove mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing.  If I give away all my 

possessions, and if I hand over my body so that I may boast, but do not have 

love, I gain nothing. 

Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant  or 

rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does 

not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth.  It bears all things, 

believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 

Love never ends. But as for prophecies, they will come to an end; as for 

tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge, it will come to an end.  For we 

know only in part, and we prophesy only in part;  but when the complete 

comes, the partial will come to an end.  When I was a child, I spoke like a 



 

child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child; when I became an adult, I 

put an end to childish ways.  For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then we 

will see face to face. Now I know only in part; then I will know fully, even as I 

have been fully known.  And now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; 

and the greatest of these is love. 

 

This is the Word of the Lord.   

Thanks be to God. 



 

Gospel Reading from Matthew 25:14-30 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 

Glory to you, O Lord.  

‘For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted 

his property to them; to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another 

one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away.  The one who had 

received the five talents went off at once and traded with them, and made 

five more talents.  In the same way, the one who had the two talents made 

two more talents.  But the one who had received the one talent went off and 

dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money.  After a long time the 

master of those slaves came and settled accounts with them.  Then the one 

who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five more talents, 

saying, “Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, I have made five 

more talents.”  His master said to him, “Well done, good and trustworthy 

slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of 

many things; enter into the joy of your master.”  And the one with the two 

talents also came forward, saying, “Master, you handed over to me two 

talents; see, I have made two more talents.”  His master said to him, “Well 



 

done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few 

things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your 

master.”  Then the one who had received the one talent also came forward, 

saying, “Master, I knew that you were a harsh man, reaping where you did 

not sow, and gathering where you did not scatter seed; so I was afraid, and I 

went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.”  but his 

master replied, “You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap 

where I did not sow, and gather where I did not scatter?  Then you ought to 

have invested my money with the bankers, and on my return I would have 

received what was my own with interest.  So take the talent from him, and 

give it to the one with the ten talents.  For to all those who have, more will be 

given, and they will have an abundance; but from those who have nothing, 

even what they have will be taken away.  As for this worthless slave, throw 

him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of 

teeth.” 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ. 


